
was at Washington, and kept there for 
months, when our Secretary of War, 
with his usual sagacity, dismissed the 
regiment in a manner that would have 
made ordinary men enemies to the Gov
ernment. He had more men, forsooth, 
than he knew what to do with, and un
der the brilliant military tactics then 
prevailing, cavalry was a nuisance. But 
these two officers were above any petty 
resentment, and readily distinguished be
tween their Country and the short
sighted official then chancing to be in 
power. At the earliest opportunity they 
were again in the service, recruiting men 
for the 124th. Their record since has 
been a proud one. At the time Burnside 
changed his base to the Rappahannock, 
we had several days of heavy rain.— 
Riding by a regiment one day, I saw in 
the rear a man dressed in a large mili
tary cloak, plodding along in the rain 
and mud, with a musket on his shoulder, 
stopping every now and then to urge on 
a straggler with a kind word of cheer, or 
one of firm command, as the case re
quired. I t was Major Cromwell. A sick 
man was riding his horse, and he was 
carrying the weapons of another. There 
was no straggling in that regiment. The 
faithful performance of duty was never 
unnoticed by h im; and I have heard him 
address kind words of commendation to 
the men, calling them by name, and this 
is a rare thing in the army. 

Thus responding to the call of duty 
and liberty among the first, he was true 
to their promptings to the las t ; and at 
the age of twenty-three he had attained 
a position commanding the respect of all. 
How grandly his tall figure looms up 
amid the smoke and blood of the battle! 
Patiently and heroically he had borne 
the heat and burden of the fight with 
his men—stubbornly they had held their 
ground amid the iron storm, till the ene
my wavered and were giving way—then 
riding forward, he turned to his men 
with a glad smile, and called upon them 
to advance, shouting, Victory! At that 
moment the fatal shot struck him, but 

"he came a conqueror to his rest."— 
Though he then departed, the glad smile 
still remained upon his features—victory 
remained; and his noble memory re
mains, and will ever be one of the most 
cherished traditions of his native place. 
In our own, and our children's memo
ries, he will ever be enshrined, as he last 
stood on that great decisive battle field 
of the century—a smile upon his face, 
his sword waving high, and shouting 
VICTORY! E. P. R. 



A Noble Donation by the late Major Crom
well . 

T h e world a t large will never know 
all t h e m a n y noble, gene rous impulses 
by which t h e late Major Cromwell was 
gove rned ; and we are only g iv ing a 

specimen of his generous acts in r e m a r k -
ing, t h a t since he has been in t he a r m y , 
he has devoted one h u n d r e d and fifty 

dollars a year from his salary, for t h e 
... of t he families of soldiers from 
Cornwall . This sum h a d been punctu
ally pa id in ins ta lments , a n d we believe 
at t h e t ime of his dea th , t he Treasu re r 
of the Society t h rough whose h a n d s i t 
was disbursed had, in an emergency , 
drawn in advance upon the Major.— 
Such unostenta t ious generos i ty as this 
marks the character of a man in its true 

colors.—Newburgh Journal. 

The Rev. Mr. Jack received a 
letter from the 124th Regiment this 
morning, dated July 4th. I t contains, 
among other items of interest , the fol-
lowing additional list of casualties: 

Killed—Private C. S. Allen. 

Wounded—Sergeants Eager and Van-
derlyn; Corporal Chalmers; Privates 
Edwards, Gordon, Jackson, Larve, and 
Partington. 

Missing—Moore and Whan. 
—Company I went into battle with 24 

muskets, and when they fell back had 
just 6 men, all told. 

KILLED AND WOUNDED IN THE 

124TH REGIMENT. 

The Regiment was in Gen. Ward's Bri
gade, (the 2d), 1st Division, 3d Corps.— 
They left Bealton's Station on the 12th 
of June, and arrived at Gettysburgh on 
the evening of Wednesday, July 1st.— 
Early next morning (Thursday), they 
took up their position on the extreme 
left of the army, on a range of hills, with 
a ravine on their left. The rebels made 
an attempt to get through this ravine 

and flank the army, but were repulsed. 
A charge was then made upon them, the 
124th leading. They succeeded in driv-

ing the rebels back in confusion. It was 
in this charge that Col. Ellis and Major 
Cromwell were killed, Lieut. Ramsdell 
and the two former being the only mount
ed officers in front. 

The Regiment musters about 110 mus-


An officer of the 124th Regiment, who 

has just arrived in town, hands us the 
following list of the killed and wounded, 
belonging to that regiment: 



KILLED. 
Col. A. Van Horne Ellis. 
Maj. James Cromwell. 
Capt. Isaac Nicholl. 
Lieut. Milner Brown. 
Col. Ellis, shot through the head, died 

in an hour and a half. 
WOUNDED. 

Lieut. Col. Cummings, in leg slightly. 
Lieut. James O. Denniston, slightly. 
Lieut. James Finnegan, slightly. 
Acting Color Sergeant Sam. McQuaid. 

Death of Col. Ellis. 

AUGUSTUS VAN HORNE ELLIS has ren-

dered up his life in the cause of his coun
t r y . He fell at the battle of Gettysburg, 
and lived only one hour after receiving 
his death wound. 

Col. Ellis was born in New-York City, 
and at the time of his death was about 
thirty-six years of age. He was a son of 
Dr. Samuel C. Ellis, of that city. In 
early manhood he was a sea-faring man; 
the last vessel he commanded was a Cali
fornia steamer, which was wrecked at sea. 
Some years since he moved to Orange 
County, and married a very estimable 
lady, daughter of Phillip Verplanck, Esq., 
of New-Windsor. 

Col. Ellis was one of the first to offer 
his services to Gov. Morgan, who gave 
him a commission as Captain of Company 
I, 71st Regiment. He was with his Com
pany in the first battle of Bull Run, and 
those who witnessed his conduct in that 
unfortunate affair say that when all was 
confusion and anarchy, he was one of the 
few who were not carried away by excite
ment, but did all that human effort could 
to preserve the lives of his men and bring 
them safely off the field. He had five 
brothers in the battle of Bull Run, one 

of whom fell beside him, mortally woun-
ded. Under the last call for three-years 
men he was appointed Colonel, and in an 
almost incredible short time had his regi-
ment mustered in and equipped—the 
whole regiment being from Orange Coun-
ty, he having refused several companies 
from Sullivan, which he left as a nucleus 
for another regiment from that County. 
At the head of the noble "American 
Guard," he participated in the battle of 
Fredericksburg, under Gen. Burnside, 
and subsequently in that of Chancellors-
ville, under Gen. Hooker. In the latter 
engagement his regiment suffered severely, 
losing a large number of men. His heroic 
efforts to redeem the day of Chancellors-
ville, were the subject of universal re
mark among his soldiers. He withstood 
all the hardships and trial of long 
marches and an unfortunate campaign, 
only to lay his life, ere the meridian of 
its sun on the altar of his country, at 



the dear-bought victory of Gettysburg. 
Col. Ellis was by nature endowed with 
those rare qualities which make the true 
soldier—a sound judgment, calm mind, 
inflexible will, and a strict disciplinarian, 
and withal a man of noble and com-
manding presence. We understand he 
has repeatedly been called upon to dis
charge temporarily the duties of Briga-
dier General, and always to the admira-
tion of his superior officers. If his life 
had been spared, we are confident he 
would have won high distinction as a 
leader. 

When victory is bought with such 
sacrifices as the entire people of Orange 
county are called upon to make, in the 
loss of our brave dead, we may well 
drop tears of sorrow upon the bier of 
him who, in all the varied duties of life, 
proved himself an honest man, and a 
true captain. His more intimate acquain
tances have lost a genial friend and amia
ble neighbor; and when one so loved 
and respected is gathered to his fathers, 
we may well exclaim 

"Oh! death, where is thy sting, 
Oh! grave, where is thy victory?" 

Corporation Proceedings. 

Resolutions on the Death of Col. 
A. Van Horne Ellis. 

The regular monthly meeting of the 
Board was held last evening—all the 
members being present. 

Minutes of preceding meeting read and 
approved. 

The first business before the meeting 
was a petition for the building of a sewer 
running through Lander, Chambers and 
Second streets, forming a continuous link 
to the river. 

A protest was read against the proposed 
sewer; but after a rather warm discus
sion, it was ordered that said sewer be 
built. 

The order passed at a previous meeting 
for grading Washington street was res
cinded, and the usual notice ordered to 
be given to reconsider the matter. 

Ordered that the north side of West-
 Avenue, from Lander to Concord 
streets, be graded and sags paved—the 
grade to be established by the Street 
Committee. 

The usual notice ordered given to grade 
Western Avenue from Concord street to 
West street. 

Ordered that the necessary notice be 
given to construct a sewer in Grand street 
from Clinton to Broad; also in Broad 
street from Water to Liberty streets. 

Ordered that the usual notice be given 
to lay out and extend First street from 
Stone street to West street. 



On motion it was ordered that the nec
essary notice be given to lay out and open 
Carpenter Avenue, from the north Plank 
Road to Western Avenue. 

Ordered that the side-walk on the 
south side of South street, from Lander 
to Dubois, be flagged. 

The Commissioner's report on grading 
of Third street from Liberty to Johnston 
was accepted. 

The Street Commissioner's and Field 
Driver's reports were, on motion, adopted. 

The annual report of Water Rents, for 
1863, was confirmed. 

Alderman Chapman, from the Fire De
partment Committee, reported the pur
chase of a lot on the north side of South 
street, between Liberty and Chambers, 
for the use of Chapman Hose. 

George Goodman was appointed Night 
Watchman, in place of S. C. Shaw. 

Ordered that the side-walk on each 
side of Chambers street—75 feet south, 
and 150 feet north of Third—be graded 
and gravelled. 

The following resolutions on the death 
of Col. Ellis were adopted: 

Resolved, That in the death of A. 
Van Horne Ellis, Colonel of the 124th 
Regt., of New York State Volunteers, 
society has lost one of its best citizens, 
the army one of its most gallant soldiers, 
and our country one of its most self-
sacrificing patriots. In raising his regi
ment for the war, he displayed great en
ergy and perseverance; and while its 
commander by his kindness, firmness, 
and untiring military skill, won the con-
fidence and affection of his men, and in
pired them with such courage and de-
termination, that they resolved "never 
to surrender." While leading his di-
minished troops to victory he fell, and 
died as became a hero, winning our ad-
miration for his bravery, while we deeply 
mourn his loss. 

Resolved, That the citizens of this 
village be requested to close their respect-
ive places of business during the hour of 
his burial—the flags be hung at half-
mast, and the bells of our churches be 
at the same time tolled in honor of his 
memory. 

Resolved, That a committee be ap-
pointed to visit the friends of the late 
Colonel Ellis in charge of his remains, 
and request that they be interred, under 
the direction of the Corporate Authori-
ties of this Village, at Washington's 
Headquarters. 

Resolved, That we mourn the loss of 
all the brave men who have fallen in the 
recent battles, and particularly of the 
gallant Major James Cromwell, who fell 
by the side of Colonel Ellis and who 
leaves a large circle of friends to mourn 
his loss. He has gone to an early and 
honored grave, but will long be remem
bered for his many virtues and manly 
character. 

Resolved, That the Board of Trustees 
of the Village of Newburgh attend the 
funeral of Col. Ellis in a body. 

Resolved, That a copy of these reso-
lutions be forwarded to the family and 


